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Christianity. They spared neither the statues of saints, nor
ancient prelates, nor kings, nor benefactors; broke down the
tombs and monuments of men famous in their generations,
seized the vessels of silver set apart for the holiest use, tore
down the most innocent ornaments both within and with-
out, made the houses of prayer dens of thieves, or stables for
cattle. These were the mildest effects of Puritan zeal, and
devotion for Christ; and this was what themselves affected
to call a thorough reformation. In this kingdom those
ravages were not so easily seen; for the people here being
too poor to raise such noble temples, the mean ones we had
were not defaced, but totally destroyed.

Upon the whole, it is certain, that although God might
have found out many other ways to have punished a sinful
people, without permitting this rebellion and murder, yet as
the course of the world hath run ever since, we need seek for
no other causes, of all the public evils we have hitherto
suffered, or may suffer for the future, by the misconduct of
princes, or wickedness of the people.

I go on now upon the third head, to shew you to what
good uses this solemn day of humiliation may be applied.

First: It may be an instruction to princes themselves, to
be careful in the choice of those who are their advisers in
matters of law. All the judges of England, except one or
two, advised the King, that he might legally raise money
upon the subjects for building of ships without consent of
Parliament; which, as it was the greatest oversight of his
reign, so it proved the principal foundation of all his misfor-
tunes. Princes may likewise learn from hence, not to
sacrifice a faithful servant to the rage of a faction, nor to
trust any body of men with a greater share of power than the
laws of the land have appointed them, much less to deposit
it in their hands until they shall please to restore it.

Secondly: By bringing to mind the tragedy of this day, and
the consequences that have arisen from it, we shall be con-
vinced how necessary it is for those in power to curb, in
season, all such unruly spirits as desire to introduce new
doctrines and discipline in the Church, or new forms of
government in the state. Those wicked Puritans began, in
Queen Elizabeth's time, to quarrel only with surplices and